Another Party by Ashby, Kathy
98 CANADIAN WOMAN STUDIES/LES CAHIERS DE LA FEMME
2006. Web. 
“Nullité du mariage pour non 
virginité de l’épouse: texte du 
jugement et reactions.” Secularism 
Is a Women’s Issue (SIAWI), 1 April 
2008. Web. 
“Patientes voilées même à l’hôpital: 
Témoignages inquiétants sur des 
‘manifestations d’intégrisme’, hier 
devant la commission Stasi.” L’info 
sans Intox. Nd. Web.
Pena-Ruiz, Henri. Dieu et Marianne: 
Philosophie de la laïcité. Paris: 
Presses universitaires de France, 
2015. Print. 
Pena-Ruiz, Henri. “A Secular 
Recasting of the State: Principles 
and Foundations.” Europe Solidaire 
Sans Frontières, 2005. Web. 
Rotman, Charlotte. “Mariage 
d’une épouse non vierge annulé.” 
Liberation, 31 May 2008. Web. 
Rozenberg, Joshya. “Sharia law is 
spreading as authority wanes.” 
The Telegraph, 29 November 2006. 
Web.
Sexana, Saumya. “The Political 
Dilemma of Indian Women’s 
Movement: Exploring Women’s 
Mobilization around Personal Laws 
and the Uniform Civil Code.” 
Centre for the Study of Developing 
Societies (CSDS). n.d. Web. 
Soulé, Véronique. “France: La 
mixité à l’école écornée en douce.” 
Secularism Is a Women’s Issue 
(SIAWI), 2 June 2008. Web. 
Southall Black Sisters. “Law society 
withdraws sharia wills practice 
note.” 24 November 2014. Web. 
Taher, Abul. “Revealed: UK’s first 
official sharia courts.” Islamist 
Watch. Times Online, 14 September 
2008. Web. 
Thibodeau, Marc. “Les gynécologues 
français face aux musulmans 
intégristes.” La Presse, 31 October 
2006. Web.
“What is French ‘Laïcité (Laicity)?” 
French Windows: Sebastien Faith on 
Civil Society Religion and Politics 
Evangelicalism. 1 February 2008. 
Web.
Women Living Under Muslim Laws 
(WLUML). Knowing Our Rights: 
Women, Family, Laws and Customs 
in the Muslim World. 3rd edition. 
London: WLUML, 2006. Web.
kathy ashby
Another Party
There she is again, of course with him
never letting her go anywhere alone.
Why are they both beaming,
as if they’ve been shopping and
showing off their new clothes? Do they think we forgot?
We stare.
He walks across the room.
She follows.
We gather like a herd smelling wolf
heads down; keeping thoughts from stumbling across the room,
after the last time, his sudden shouts, stomping feet, slamming doors,
wheels screeching down the side street,
when our hearts dipped in unison at her shrug, glistening eyes staring through us,
the smile super-glued
how we talked around it, him, her. Someone actually said, “The elephant in the room.”
She finds a ride home; of course we want to help. Goodbyes are sweet and swift.
We hide behind how-must-she-cope and life-goes-on.
Somewhere between she lives and somewhere between she is.
Kathy Ashby is the author of the book Carol ‘A Woman’s Way,’published by DreamCatcher NB.  Kathy’s poetry and 
stories have appeared in numerous publications such as Descant Magazine, Canadian Woman Studies Journal, 
and Chicken Soup for the Soul, and have been broadcast on the program Outfront on CBC Radio One.
